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A Practical Review of Constructive Criticism

By Rabbi Zelig Pliskin


“Hochayach Tochiach Es Amisecho, Ve’lo Siso Alov Chait--You shall rebuke your fellow man, and you shall not bear sin because of him. (Vayikra 19:17) 


We are commanded to correct someone who behaves improperly, whether in matters pertaining to man’s relations with G-d or man’s relationship with his fellow man. Once again, Rabbi Zelig Pliskin, Shlita, provides the following essential guidelines:

The most important rule to remember about rebuke is that it must be administered with love and as painlessly as possible. Only when the recipient of rebuke feels that the rebuker loves him, will he readily accept the admonition.


*Some people mistakenly think that the commandment to admonish others applies only to Rabbis and teachers. But the truth is that every single person, even if he is unlearned, who sees someone behaving improperly is obligated to rebuke him. Quite often the rebuke of a friend will be more effective than the rebuke of a Rabbi.


Some people might not heed the admonition of a Rabbi with the following rationalization: If I were a Rabbi I would or would not do such and such. But I’m just an ordinary layman. If, however, their friend rebukes them, they are likely to think to themselves: If he is careful about this matter, then I should be, too.�


The author of the Noam Hatochocho writes that the mitzvah of correcting others is a Mais Mitzvah (a Mitzvah that is improperly ignored). There are many Mitzvah observers who do not realize that correcting others is obligatory and not merely meritorious. 


The severity of failing to correct others can be seen from the opinion in the Talmud which states that Yerushalayim was destroyed because the inhabitants failed to rebuke one another. 


The Chofetz Chaim wrote that some people are careful to fulfill the commandments themselves, but never try to influence others to fulfill them. In essence, they are saying, I won’t suffer in gehinnom, so I don’t have to.�


Such a person is selfish for he thinks only about himself and his own reward. He shows a lack of feeling for Hashem’s honor and his fellow man’s spiritual welfare. He is also wrong -- for he will be held responsible for failing to perform this essential Mitzvah.


* When you rebuke someone, you must do so privately so as not to embarrass him. This applies both when the matter pertains to his having wronged you, and when the matter pertains to his improper behavior relating to his obligations to G-d.


*If someone transgresses in public, you should rebuke him immediately so as not to cause a Chillul Hashem. For example, if someone is in the middle of speaking Lashon Hara in front of a group of people, it is correct to point out his transgression immediately, even though other people are present. Of course, this should be done in the most tactful manner possible (HaRav Elyashiv, Zâ’tl).


*You must be very careful not to grow angry when rebuking someone. Rebuke delivered in anger will not be heeded. Even when you admonish your children or other members of your family, you should do so in a pleasant tone of voice.


*Before admonishing someone, offer a prayer that your admonition should be delivered in a manner that will be effective.


*If a person you have rebuked did not heed you the first time, you should continue to rebuke him as many times as necessary until he corrects his ways. The Talmud says Even a hundred times. 


The Chofetz Chaim gives an analogy to someone who sells apples from a stand. He will keep calling out Apples for sale! the entire day. Even if only one passerby in a hundred heeds his sales pitch, it is worthwhile. This is his livelihood, and he cannot afford to remain silent. The same is true of rebuke. Of course, a person does not always effect a change in the recipient of his rebuke. But even if he is successful only occasionally, it is worth his efforts.


*A person should feel love for someone who rebukes him. A person is willing to pay a doctor for trying to heal him; how much more grateful should he be to someone who corrects his spiritual failings.


*If a whole group of people are in need of correction, you will be most successful if you admonish each person individually. Speaking to the group as a whole will not have the same effect.


*If a person heeds you and improves his ways, all the Mitzvos he subsequently performs as a consequence of this reproof bring reward to you as well as the doer himself (Vilna Gaon in Even Shlaima 6:7).

Reprinted from the April 25, 2018 email of the Hakhel Community Awareness Bulletin
Thoughts that Count

And you shall take...willows of the brook (Lev. 23:40)

The willow, one of the four kinds we take on the holiday of Sukkot, has neither fragrance nor taste. It symbolizes those Jews who have in their possession neither Torah learning nor good deeds. Their only merit is the fact that they are descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

Maimonides teaches that even a willow that did not grow on the banks of a brook, say, one that was found growing in a desert or on a mountain-top, is kosher and may be used to perform the mitzva. Likewise, a Jew who did not grow up close to his roots in Judaism and was raised in a foreign culture, through no fault of his own, is also kosher, just by virtue of his being a Jew. (Lubavitcher Rebbe, shlita)
Reprinted from Issue #215 of L’Chaim Weekly (Parshat Emor 5752/1992), a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.
Rav Avigdor Miller on 

Why Bother Davening?
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QUESTION: Why do we bother davening if everything that happens to us is for the good anyways? Shouldn't we just spend the time thanking Hashem or asking Hashem to help us accept everything properly? 


ANSWER: The answer is that we do thank Hashem as part of our davening. Thanking is a very big part of our tefillah, by the way. A very big part.


However, davening for our needs - and our wants - is very important as well. We daven not because it is necessary to tell Hashem what we need -  but because it is necessary to tell ourselves what we need from Him.

Listen to me.  The word hispallel is called a reflexive verb. Pallel means to think and li'hispallel means to make yourself think. To make yourself aware. You are davening because the most important function in your life is to make yourself aware of Hashem. 


You're asking Hashem - Refa'ainu Hashem - Please Hashem, please give me good health. It makes you think - it makes you aware - that Hashem is the one who is giving you good health. Although you may go to sleep on time - and it is very important to go to sleep on time. And you get fresh air every day. Yes, take a brisk walk every day for a half hour or so. And you eat only healthy foods. Very good! Very good! But don't give yourself credit at all.


 Hispallel - you have to pray to Hashem in order to gain the attitude that He is giving you all the good things. And by asking Him and begging Him we gain the attitude that He is the one who is giving us all that we have. Otherwise we will keep on thinking that my own power - my own ability - gives me my good health. No! Your good health comes from Hashem. Of course, you have to try to maintain your health. 


Do what you can to stay healthy. But you have to ask Hashem - "Please Hashem, please keep me healthy." The Gemara says "A person should always ask mercy - always, always he should ask Hashem that he shouldn't become sick." 
Always! You're a healthy man. You're not even thinking about getting sick. Keep on asking. Keep on asking! Always! If you're wise you'll do it every day. Even on the street, stop for a minute and say, "I'm asking you Hashem, please keep me well." If you're married, "Keep my wife well. Keep my children well."


Always ask. It's very important. Hashem says - "If you don't ask that means that you think you can get along without me." So He might remind you. Chas ve'shalom He might remind you. Even if you're very careful with your health a man might pass by you, a non-Jew, a Russian, let's say, and he sneezes right into your face. They sneeze into to your face sometimes, the Russians - and you catch something. Maybe something serious. You took care of your health but you couldn't help it - he sneezed right into your face. And now you're in bed for a few weeks. Why did it happen? Because you didn't remind yourself that Hashem is the one who keeps you healthy. That's why you have to ask for it always. 


Parnasa as well. You must say, "Hashem, please give me parnasa." You're a hard-working man. You're a professional. You have a good parnasa. You have everything you need. Don't give yourself credit at all. Ask Hashem. Thank Hashem because He is the one giving it to you. Because there are plenty of professionals that lose their jobs and are out of luck. And therefore, in order to become aware and to maintain our happiness we have to pray to Hashem.


Li'hispallel - to make ourselves think. To become aware that He is listening. Ki atah shomei'ah tefilla. It's very important to understand that He is listening. Ki atah shomei'ah tefillas amcha Yisroel bi'rachamim. He listens to us with mercy. He wants to hear your voice. And therefore make it your business that He should hear your voice always. [TAPE # E-244 (October 2000)]

Reprinted from the April 25, 2018 email of Toras Avigdor

Living with the Times

The Lesson of Work before Rest

From the Talks of the Lubavitcher Rebbe

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, Zt”l
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This week's Torah portion, Emor, contains the command pertaining to the Sabbath: "Six days shall work be done; but the seventh day is a Sabbath of rest... you shall do no manner of work."

Take a look at your average calendar and you'll notice that the first day is Sunday, a day of rest in many countries. The week, therefore, begins with a day of rest.


Sunday, in the Jewish calendar, is a work-day; Saturday, Shabbat, was appointed the day of rest. The week actually begins with work. Only after six days of work will the seventh day be the Sabbath. The precedence of labor before rest indicates that our purpose is not to while away time idly, but rather to work for the betterment of ourselves and our community, in both material and spiritual matters.


It might seem strange that the phrase "shall work be done" is in a passive form. But, actually, it indicates that Judaism advocates a "passive" or slightly aloof attitude toward work. A person's entire interest and enthusiasm shouldn't only be centered around business activities.


Today, many of us have become so totally submerged in our business lives that we have no time for anything or anyone, least of all ourselves. We're "on the job" not only at work but also at home, at leisure. We think, sleep, even pray business.


To caution against this complete preoccupation we have the Divine order, "Six days shall work be done." It is a positive commandment, stating the essential nature of labor, yet transmitting an important clause: Don't become totally preoccupied with work. Keep slightly detached so that during leisure hours one will be able to give attention to personal and family needs, both material and spiritual. (From Thought for the Week--Detroit.)
Reprinted from Issue #215 of L’Chaim Weekly (Parshat Shmini 5752/1992), a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.
Reflections on the Virtuous Eizer K’negdo of a Man

By Rabbi Moshe Meir Weiss
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In Masechtas Sanhedrin, the Gemora informs us “Tchilas dino shel adom eino ela b’divrei Torah – A person is judged first in regard to his Torah studies.” The Gemora also tells us, in Masechtas Shabbos, one of the first things a person will be grilled about is whether they did their business faithfully and with integrity. It stands to reason that this refers to the judgement of a man. 


A woman, however, is not obligated to study Torah and is not required by a Kesuvah to support the family, and therefore she will have a different kind of interrogation. Since the Torah says she was created to be an eizer k’negdo, a helper to her partner, it is likely that her final reckoning will start with how she lived up to this responsibility.


As I walk down memory lane, my dear readers, let me share some of the ways my Rebbetzin [a”h] excelled at being a helping partner so that we can learn by example. Of course, there is no firm syllabus on this subject. As Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky zt”l zy”a says, every marriage is like a ship at sea and has to chart its own course, and one has to design a helping strategy which is unique to the needs of their relationship. Even so, the reader should be able to glean important lessons from my wife’s examples.


It’s interesting that when I think of my wife as an eizer one of the first things that comes to mind is how she always made sure to wake me up for my shiurim, my Torah lectures. This is not as simple as it sounds. Many times I would come home after an arduous day and desperately need a nap before my night’s two daf yomis. 


So I would take a rest at 7:15 P.M. and she would have to shake me out of a deep sleep so that I could make my first daf at 8 o’clock. She would start at 7:40, then again at 7:45, and again at 7:50. Sometimes, I would do this between 9:10 and 9:40 p.m. with the same routine. Probably the hardest time was waking me up from a Shabbos nap on a short Shabbos after two plates of cholent so that I should be at shul on time for the 3:00 P.M. daf yomi, or waking me up for shacharis after a seder that ended at 4 A.M. 


And then there was the early days of our marriage when she woke me up sometimes at 12:30 A.M. so that I could get to WNYM radio in time for my 1:00 A.M. daf  yomi. I’m making a big deal about this because in 34 years she certainly woke me up for literally thousands of shiurim. Furthermore in 34 years because of her dedication I did not miss a SINGLE shiur, solely due to her devotion! 


I bask in the knowledge that, for each and every one of these thousands of shiurim, she is now collecting eternal rewards for being a staunch and loyal partner. There were many times that if she woke up early from her nap, she didn’t risk going back to sleep so that she wouldn’t miss out on getting me up on time. It might not sound so special, being a human alarm clock and snooze button, but it meant the world to me. Remember anytime that you as a spouse are in a position where you and only you can provide a service for your partner-there is where you can make yourself indispensable and appreciated.


Here’s another example. When people would call up that I should travel to them and give shiurim, many would try to take advantage and not offer to pay me. She would step in as my right hand and take the phone and tell me, “Moish, let me handle this.” She would then get on the phone with the rabbi, the president, or the head of the Ladies auxiliary, and ask them, “Don’t you think that my husband also has to pay tuition?” Or she would say, “You do pay your plumber and your carpenter!? My husband also has to make a living!”


When reflecting upon how my wife helped me, I am also so grateful to her that she pushed me to do many extracurricular mitzvos. She would say to me when there was a nichum aveilim, an opportunity to comfort a mourner who I did not know, “Moish, you don’t know them but they know you and it would sure make a big difference if you visited them.” She did this many times when it came to visiting the sick or going to a wedding. In this way, throughout the decades, she caused me to do untold extra mitzvos. I couldn’t tell her no, since she never asked of me what she didn’t do herself.


I hope to continue this subject next week but in the meantime, my dear readers, think of ways that you can help your partner and in that merit may Hashem bless us with long life, good health, and everything wonderful.

Reprinted from the last week’s website of The VUES.
The Trickle Down Effect
By Rabbi Eli J. Mansour
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Parashat  Emor  begins  with  the  special  laws  that  apply  to  the  Kohanim. The  commentators  noted  that  the  Torah  opens  this  section  with  a  seemingly  redundant  phrase: 


“G-d  said  to  Moshe:  Speak  to  the  Kohanim,  the  sons  of  Aharon,  and  say  to  them...”Surprisingly,  G-d  instructs  Moshe  to  “speak  to  the  Kohanim”  and  “say  to  them” that  they  are  bound  by  the  special  laws  of  the  priesthood,  suggesting  that  these  laws  are  to  be  spoken  to  the  Kohanim  twice,  and  the  obvious  question  arises  as  to  why  this  is  the  case. 

The  Sages  answered  that  the  second  phrase  –“and  say  to  them”–  was  added  “Le’hazhir  He’gedolim  Al  Ha’ketanim,”  to  require  the  adult  Kohanim  to  ensure  that  their  children  also  comply  with  these  rules.


This  instruction  is  repeated  to  indicate  that  the  Kohanim  must  not  only  obey  these  special  laws,  but  also  see  to  it  that  their  children  do  the  same. 

While  this  explanation  answers  the  question  regarding  the  redundancy  in  this  verse,  we  cannot  overlook  the  fact  that  the  text  here  makes  no  mention  at  all  of  the  children.


This  statement  refers  to  the  instructions  given  only  to  the  Kohanim  themselves  about  their  compliance  with  their  laws. Yet,  somehow,  this  repetition  also  speaks  of  the  successful  transmission  of  these  laws  to  the  next  generation,  to  the  Kohanim’s  offspring. 

The  reason  why  this  is  so  touches  upon  one  of  the  fundamentals  of  parenting:  actions  speak  much  louder  than  words. The  way  the  Torah  admonishes  the  Kohanim  to  ensure  their  children’s  compliance  with  these  laws  is  by  repeating  the  requirement  that  they  themselves  comply  with  these  laws  –  because  that  is  the  most  effective  educational  strategy.    
Preaching  and  scolding  children  has  far  less  of  an  effect  than  teaching  by  personal  example. If  we  want  our  children  to  grow  with  an  appreciation  of  and  commitment  to  tradition,  we  have  to  set  an  example  for  them  to  follow. We  have  to  show  them  just  how  important  tradition  is  to  us,  how  far  we  ourselves  go  to  observe  the  Torah,  and  there  is  then  a  good  chance  that  they  will  follow  suit. 

The  story  is  told  of  a  certain  Rabbi  who  ate  breakfast  with  his family  and  then  left  to  the  yeshiva  where  he  taught. Upon  arriving  in  the yeshiva,  he  realized  that  he  had  not  recited  Birkat  Ha’mazon. The  house was  not  a  short  walk  from  his  house,  but  he  nevertheless  put  on  his jacket, went  out  into  the  winter  cold,  and  made  the  trek  home. His  son  was surprised  to  see  his  father  come  in  at  that  hour,  and  the  father  explained to him  that  he  needed  to  return  home  to  recite  Birkat  Ha’mazon. 

The  Hinuch  (training  in  Misvot)  that  was  achieved  by  the  Rabbi  that morning  was  more  than  could  possibly  be  achieved  by  any  amount  of lecturing  and  haranguing  about  the  importance  of  Birkat  Ha’mazon. The child  saw  his  father’s  commitment  to  this  Misva,  and  this  spoke  much  louder  than  any  words.  

This  applies  not  only  to  child-rearing,  but  also  more  generally  to  our  desire  to  influence  the  people  around  us  and  have  a  positive  impact  upon  the  Jewish  people  and  the  world. When  we  look  around,  it  is  hard  not  to  notice  the  major  spiritual  ills  plaguing  contemporary  Jewry,  even  within  our  relatively  narrow  circle  of  Orthodox  Jewry.


Many  things  upset  us,  as  well  they  should,  issues  such  as  laxity  in  Shabbat  and  Kashrut  observance,  immodesty,  dishonesty,  Lashon  Ha’ra,  and  so  many  others. We  must  remember  that  if  we  want  to  bring  about  change,  the  most  powerful  weapon  in  our  arsenal  is  the  personal  example  we  set. We  will  not  change  the  Jewish  people  by  complaining  and  protesting. Change  happens  slowly  and  gradually,  as  a  result  of  people  seeing  inspiring  examples  of  proper  conduct. 

The  Hebrew  word  for  “influence”  is  “Hashpa’a,” which  comes  from  the  same  root  as  the  Hebrew  word  for  “incline”  (“Shipu’a”). Rav  Yaakov  Kaminetzky  (1891-1986)  explained  that  influence  works  like  drops  of  liquid  trickling  down  an  incline. It  happens  slowly  and  gradually. When  we  set  a  positive  example  through  the  way  we  conduct  ourselves,  we  trigger  a  “trickle-down  effect”  which  will,  with  time,  have  an  impact. 


Going  around  criticizing  and  protesting  will  accomplish  little,  if  anything,  and,  more  often  than  not,  will  have  the  very  opposite  effect  of  what  we  want. If  we  want  to  have  Hashpa’a,  we  need  to  have  it  “trickle  down”  by  setting  an  example  that  we  want  the  people  around  us  to  follow. 
Reprinted from this week’s website of the Edmond J. Safra Synagogue of Brooklyn (NY) where Rabbi Mansour serves as the spiritual leader.
Rabbi Berel Wein on

Parshas Emor 5778
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The Torah obviously envisions the creation within Jewish society of a special rite if not even elitist group of people - the kohanim, the priestly descendants of the family of Aharon. The existence of such a group within the ranks of Israel – a group that has laws exclusive to it alone and extra economic privileges - seems to fly in the face of all our current democratic ideals and societal fairness and equality. All humans are created equal and the same sets of laws should apply to all of them indiscriminately.


This mantra is currently subscribed to or at the very least, paid lip service to by “progressive” sections of human society. So, by current standards and accepted wisdom, the entire concept of kohanim seems to be an anachronistic one at best. And, it is interesting to me that this idea and grouping itself has lost none of its vitality in the Jewish world over the many millennia of our existence.


I knew a Jew who was a high ranking official in a very left-wing party here in Israel. He was not visibly observant of halacha or Jewish tradition and practice. It so happened that we were walking together to attend a funeral service for a mutual acquaintance of ours and as I was about to enter the funeral hall, he held back and refused to enter stating, quite definitively, “I am a kohein.” That vestige of Judaism was simply something that he could not bring himself to discard. Apparently, once a kohein always a kohhein.


An insight into this matter can be gleaned from the later description of the role of the kohein by the prophets of Israel. The kohein was charged with being the guardian of faith, the teachers of Torah, and the promoters of social peace and harmony. They were to be the good guys in a world where such people were often difficult to find.


It was this challenge that preserved their special identity throughout history. Every society requires people whose goal in life is to do good without harming others in the process. Other faiths have priestly classes that are devoted to seemingly doing good However, almost without exception in history, doing good somehow always involved persecuting and demeaning others. That was and is not the way of the children of Aharon.


The kohein was a role model and an example of what one should be and can be. His mere presence in society serves as a moderating influence on the mood and behavior of the public in general. Societies require people of altruism and permanent goodness. When one states that one is a kohein it is much more than a declaration of one’s genealogy.

Reprinted from this week’s website of Rabbiwein.com

Never Extinguished

By Rabbi Sholom DovBer Avtzon

A few weeks ago was the 30th International March Of The Living in Poland, which was attended by tens of thousands. Many of them were survivors of the holocaust and/or their family members, while others were just concerned individuals. Rabbi Nissan Mangel, one of the youngest survivors of numerous concentration camps was a featured speaker throughout the event. This past Shabbos, parshas Tazria-metzorah, he related one of the more powerful and moving moments.


I was interviewed by a highly respected reporter of one of the main Television stations. The understanding was, while we will be speaking in English, the station will be translating it simultaneously into Polish, with subtitles. As the hour-long interview was coming to a closure, the moderator said, Rabbi Mangel, I will like to ask one final question. The question is, what is the future of Judaism in Poland?


`I replied, our sages teach us that a Roman governess asked the Jewish scholars the following question; “Your religion believes that there is techiyas hameisim (the dead will come back to life). That means that the same person and body comes back to life. That can be understood if you are speaking about a recently deceased person. So then the Creator gives life to the dead body.
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Rabbi Nissan Mangel displaying his concentration camp number


“However, what are you going to explain when it comes to the bodies of earlier generations of hundreds and even thousands of years ago? Their bodies have decomposed, so if there is a new life, it is not them that are coming back to life, it will be new bodies.”


The sage replied, there is a bone in the vertebrae (the spinal column, which in Hebrew is called the Luz bone), and that bone does not decompose. You can try to shatter it with a sledge hammer, burn it in a fire or place it in an acid, yet it will remain intact. That bone belonged to that person’s body and from that bone all those who are brought back to life, will live.


Based on this I will reply to your question.


The chimney of the crematorium was at least 14 meters (around 40 feet) high. There were times that the fire was so powerful that instead of ashes coming out of the chimney top, we witnessed flames, so it was an incredible powerful fire. Yet at the end of the day, when the ashes of the bottom of the crematorium was shoveled out, there were small bones among them. No one understood how those bones survived the fire. Now I know that it was that bone that our sages were talking about.


Before the war, the Jewish population in Poland was around three million. After the war there were only seven thousand Jews left in Poland. That means that almost 99.5 percent of Polish Jewry were killed or banished from their homeland. 


From the remaining two percent that remained in Poland, more than half of them were afraid to identify as Jews, they hid their identity. So indeed we were decimated. 


But the small bone cannot be destroyed. Now over 70 years later, look at the Jewish communal rebirth in Poland. Yes, it is like the rebirth of the dead. 


So you want to know about the future of Polish Jewry, it will blossom.


The following day, a lady from one of the prestigious magazines came to interview me. In the course of the conversation, she said a few Hebrew expressions and I asked her if she is Jewish. She replied, NO, but I visited Israel and I picked up these expressions.


As the interview was coming to an end and I was about to leave, the reporter who interviewed me the previous day came into the room and said, Rabbi will you please respond again to the question I asked you yesterday, at the end of our meeting? 


Although it was late, I felt that it would be better if I oblige than to say I am late, so I repeated it.


They both thanked me and he walked me to where I had to be.


On the way there he said, Rabbi I have to tell you; after you left the interview yesterday, I sat in the office for five minutes, I was shaking from emotions. I am a child of one of the Jews who hid their identity. No one in the corporation knows that I am Jewish. In fact besides the few Jewish friends that I am associated with, who also hide their identity, no one knows that I (or they) are Jewish.


But I decided to act on what you said, you ignited the flame in that little bone that you were talking about and I announced to everyone that I am being rejuvenated and I am stating publically that I am a Jew and will live like a Jew.


The lady who just interviewed you is also Jewish and she was baptized, therefore if you ask her if she is Jewish, she would reply, No!


Therefore, I wanted her to hear it from you directly that she too should realize who she really is and declare her birthright as a Jew. So I came to you as the interview with her was ending and I know she will put it in the article. Knowing her I am positive she too will declare her Jewishness! 


Hopefully hundreds and thousands of our brothers and sisters that will see you on the Television and / or read the article she will write, where this statement will be a headline and will be inspired as well. 


Rabbi, Thank you.

Reprinted from the Parshas Acharei Mos-Kedoshim 5778 email of Rabbi Atzon Weekly Story. The writer is a veteran mechanech and the author of numerous books in the Rebbein and their chassidim. He is available for speech engagements in your community and can be contacted at avtzonbooks@gmail.com  

Rabbi Eliezer of Dzikov and Rabbi Naftali of Ropshitz

R' Eliezer of Dzikov died 3 Marcheshvan 5621 (1860) R' Eliezer was the third son of the famed Chassidic Rebbe, R'Naftali of Ropshitz. He began leading Chassidim in 1848, after the death of his brother-in-law. 


Before that, he earned his living as a wine merchant, as a Chazzan, and as Rabbi of Dzikov (Tarnobrzeg), Galicia. Like his father, R' Eliezer was very demanding of his Chassidim. He insisted not only that they be righteous, but that they study Torah. Late in his life, he turned away many would-be Chassidim. 


He also refused to publish his Torah thoughts, saying, "What will my Chassidim do with my book? They will stretch out on the couch on Shabbat afternoon and fall asleep, and I don't want to share their beds." 


R' Eliezer was highly regarded by his contemporaries. One said, "Whenever I rise to the heavens, I find that R' Eliezer has preceded me there." 


R' Eliezer's father, R' Naftali, was renowned for (among other things) his wit. From the incident in Torah where Avaraham rises from speaking with Hashem in order to tend to the three Arabs (angels) who come to him, Chazal teach, "Tending to guests is greater than facing the 'Shechinah'." 


Based on the following incident, R' Naftali understood Chazal's teaching in another light: Once R' Naftali was collecting for a charity, and he came to a certain inn where he was told that the innkeeper was not at home. R' Naftali recognized, however, that the innkeeper was at home, but that he was hiding. 


R' Naftali observed that he now understood in what way welcoming guests is greater than facing the Shechinah -- when it came to facing Hashem, Moshe hid his face (Sh'mot 3:6); when it came to welcoming guests, this innkeeper hid his whole body. 


Another time, R' Naftali commented on Chazal's teaching that Hashem showed Moshe each generation and its leaders: Why did He show Moshe the generation first, and only then, the leaders? Because if Moshe had first seen the quality of the leaders, he would have fainted from horror. Only after he saw the lowliness of the generations could he appreciate the greatness of their leaders. [Hamaayan]

Reprinted from the Parashat Emor 5778 email of whY I Matter parshasheet of the Young Israel of Midwood (Brooklyn) edited by Yedidye Hirtenfeld.
Rabbi Dr. Dovid Gottlieb

Comes to Flatbush

By Daniel Keren
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This past Shabbos, Rabbi Dr. Dovid Gottlieb, the well-known Senior Lecturer at Yeshiva Ohr Somayach in Yerushalayim was the Special Guest at the Agudath Israel of Madison in Flatbush, the shul whose Mora D’asra is Rabbi Yisroel Reisman, Rosh Yeshiva of Mesivta Torah Vodaath and famed Maggid Shiur of the Motzei Shabbos Navi Shiur that is telecast to dozens of Jewish communities around the world.


The shul invited the Flatbush community to attend a Shabbos afternoon lecture by Rabbi Dr. Dovid Gottlieb on the subject of “Reason to Believe,” also the title of a book the speaker has written.


Who is Rabbi Dr. Gottlieb? Raised in a secular family, he received his Ph.D. in mathematical logic at Brandeis University before being appointed a Professor of Philosophy at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore. While in Brandeis he was brought closer to his Jewish heritage by the late Bostoner Rebbe, zt”l. Today he is a senior faculty member at Ohr Somayach and an accomplished author and lecturer who has amazed many audiences with his stimulating and energetic presentations on ethical and philosophical issues.


In addition to his most recent book “Reason to Believe,” Rabbi Dr. Gottlieb has also authored “Living Up to the Truth” and “The Informed Soul: Introductory Encounters with Jewish Thought.” Some of his books have been translated into Russian and French.
The Value of Emunah Peshutah?


At his Shabbos lecture, Rabbi Dr. Gottlieb tackled the topic of whether emunah peshutah (simple belief) in the validity of the Torah is all one needs and if one is even allowed to try and find proofs for the Jewish Mesorah (heritage.) 


It was Rabbi Dr. Gottlieb’s assertion that there is nothing to fear in finding reasons to believe in the Torah Mesorah. He brought up the issue of the unique prophecies that we find in Parshas Ki Savo where Moshe warns the Jews before they enter the Promised Land of a long, harsh account of the bad things – illness, famine, poverty and exile that will befall Klal Yisroel (the Jewish nation) if they abandon G-d’s commandments. Most of those curses were highly unique and unusual, not what normally happens to other nations that are conquered.


Even more amazing Moses’ prophecy also foretold of an even more incredible gathering of Jews from all corners of the globe to their Promised Land. As Rabbi Dr. Gottlieb pointed out, nowhere in the annals of world history will one find either a nation that has been exiled and dispersed to all corners of the world that has continued to survive as a cultural entity. And never has any such nation ever made its way back to its original homeland as was prophesized more than three thousand years earlier by the Torah.
A Strong Reason for any Jew to Believe


An analysis of those prophecies and how they were fulfilled in the millenniums that followed according to Rabbi Dr. Gottlieb is a strong reason for any Jew to believe in the validity of our Mesorah.


Currently Rabbi Dr. Gottlieb is on a Yom Iyun speaking tour organized by Ohr Somayach in North American communities. The program titled “Belief: The Challenge of our Times” will also include lectures by Rabbi Dr. Yitzchak Breitowitz and Rabbi Dr. Akiva Tatz. The tour will take the three Ohr Somayach faculty members to Jewish audiences in Los Angeles, Toronto, Five Towns, Baltimore, Chicago, Cleveland and Detroit. For more details about those Yom Iyun programs please call (718) 677-6200 or google 2018 Yom Iyun Ohr Somayach.


Early last month Shabbat.com released on their website a very powerful five minute video by Ariella Media titled “Acheinu (Our Brothers)” based on a true story written by Rabbi Paysach J. Krohn. Basically two seeming opposite Jews are waiting at a bus stop in Israe.  Jerry Hyman plays Yosef, an older Orthodox Jew and Itamar Zandani is Amir who as a young former IDF soldier and ultra-anti-religious zealot initially rebuffs Yosef’s attempt to demonstrate unity. The video which should be seen by both religious and secularly-committed Jews was produced, written and directed by Misha Zobarev. To find out the name of the great teacher who made the older Yosef realize that all Jews regardless of their religious affiliations are brothers, click – youtube “Acheinu – Our Brothers.
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Scene from video of “Acheinu (Our Brothers)”
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Rabbi YY Jacobson


Also released last month is a fantastic Torah video by world renowned lecturer Rabbi YY (Yosef Yitzchak) Jacobson titled “Basics of Emunah #25 – Does G-d Really Love Me?” The entire video lasts for more than three hours, but the actual lecture is “just” two hours and fifteen minutes. This powerful lecture is for anyone who suspects Hashem maliciously gave us all those 613 mitzvahs in order to just trip and trap one so He can send us on a long trip to Gehinnum (Purgatory). 


To demonstrate on the contrary the great love that G-d really has for each and every Jew, Rabbi Jacobson has issued a very insightful lecture that can change your life for the better. In this columnist’s humble opinion, it is worth listening to at least two times, if not three times. Why not let others you care about know about this important video lecture.
Reprinted from this week’s issue of The Jewish Connection.
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